CHAPTEE YL
INDIA-BUBBBE  SUBSTITUTES.
COINCIDENT with the establishment of the rubber manu-
factoring industry has to be noted the efforts of inventors
to discover or prepare a substitute. Despite, however,
strenuous application to this end it can be said without fear
of contradiction that up to the present no real substitute
has been discovered. That is if we use the term in its
correct sense of substituting rubber entirely. The partial
success which has been attained has reference only to the
displacement of some part of the rubber in various goods
by, bodies which reduce the cost at the expense of the
quality. Not until we get some substance which, on
admixture with rubber cheapens it, without at the same
time reducing its quality, can it truthfully be contended
that real progress towards the desired end has been attained.
The substitutes which have so far been used have really
no status beyond that of cheapening ingredients, and
it is undeniable that, in the earlier days of the industry,
when goods were rarely if ever subjected to chemical
analysis, substitutes paraded to a great extent as rubber
to the pecuniary advantage of unscrupulous manufacturers.
He would be a bold man, however, who contended that such
a practice was common to-day. Owing to close competition,
those goods in which substitutes are used are sold at their